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A Sociological Study of the Development of
the Public Housing Estates in Singapore until 1952

Satoshi Nabekura

The aims of this sociological study is to ex-
amine the development of the public housing
estates in Singapore until 1952 in the colonial
era and to reveal the initial stage of the social
process to realize the unprecedented society
where more than eighty percent of the popula-
tion must live in public housing estates.

An analysis of the annual reports of the hous-
ing authority and the newspaper articles reveals
that the housing policies changed interestingly
in 1952 before the tribunal of public opinion
and the interaction between the housing au-
thority and the residents played very important
part for the housing estates to be developed
and improved. The interaction worked not on-
ly among the residents who lived in the housing
estates, but also worked among the residents
who did not live there. And their intention and

will for good life also played an important role.
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