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Forty Years in the Comparative Study

of Economic Systems

Toshihiro Fukuda

I have been engaged in comparative study of
economic systems during the past forty years.
My record of the study is divided into three pe-
riods. In the first period from 1969 to the
middle of the 1980’ I made study on theoreti-
cal framework to comparing real-existing
economic systems. My main subject of the
study in the next period from the second half
of the 1980’s to 2000 was to investigate the
causes of collapse of socialist economic systems
in Soviet Russia and the Eastern European
countries. I devoted to study ‘the third way),
namely an ideal economic system which is nei-
ther real-existing socialist economic system nor
real-existing capitalist economic system, in the
third period from 2001 to the present.

The aim of this essay is to survey the unique
results of my studies in the above-mentioned
three periods.

Contents

I Introduction

I Study on the theoretical framework of
comparative economic systems

I Study on the collapse of socialist econom-
ic systems in Soviet Russia and the
Eastern European countries

IV Study on the transition economy in the

post—socialist countries

Study on the third way
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Concluding remark
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