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Effects of witnessing helper receiving gratitude
Hitomi KURANAGA -+ Yuki GOTO

Abstract

This study investigated the role of gratitude in the downstream mechanism of indirect
reciprocity. Specifically, we designed scenario experiments comparing witnesses helping behavior
when one helper was gratified by the recipient and the other was not. In the scenarios, picking up
and returning the lost item was the witness's helping behavior. This allowed us to test whether
witnesses would approach and help themselves. We conducted preliminary experiments 1 and 2,
improving the scenario and other aspects. Thereafter, the main experiment was conducted. The
results showed that helpers who received gratitude were more likely to be helped by witnesses.
It also indicated that helpers who received gratitude were perceived as more sociable, prosocial,
and less shallow. Consequently, these results suggest that gratitude contributes to the downstream

mechanism of indirect reciprocity.
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