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New Perspectives on the History of the Establish-

ment of the Lake Biwa Canal (Biwako Sosui) (2)
From October to December 1883, from Shiga Prefectural Governor

Yasusada Koteda's Proposal to the Rejection of Kyoto Prefecture’s Draft of

the Canal Project

Masao Tsutsui

This is the second part of my paper on the
history of the establishment of the Lake Biwa
Canal. The focus is on the events between the
submission of the Lake Biwa Canal construc-
tion proposal to the central government by
Shiga Prefectural Governor Yasusada Koteda
on 11 October 1883 and the rejection of the
Kyoto Prefecture’s draft of the canal project in
December of the same year.

The highlight this time is Shiga Prefectural
Governor Koteda’s proposal to the central gov-
ernment—a proposal that has been
consistently omitted from discussions before.
It marked the start of his political maneuvering
to initiate a shake-up, and at the same time, of
the Ministry of Agriculture and Commerce’s
move to build a mechanical hemp spinning
mill in Otsu Town. A spate of negotiations and
competitions ensued between the Kyoto Pre-
fectural Governor and the Ministry of
Agriculture and Commerce jointly attempting
to press ahead with the canal project paying no
heed to the wishes of Shiga Prefecture, and
Governor Koteda demanding that the interests
of Shiga Prefecture be taken into account. In
December, the former side’s campaign was de-
railed when the canal project was transferred
to the control of the Ministry of Home Affairs.
The fundamental plans were then revised to in-
corporate consideration for neighboring
prefectures, as per the insistence of Shiga Pre-
fectural Governor Koteda.

New Perspectives on the History of the Establishment of the
Lake Biwa Canal (Biwako Sosui) (2)

What caused this drastic turn of events? The
course of history largely overlooked until now
is revealed for the first time.

Masao Tsutsui
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