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What should be the professional standards for teachers?

—Analysis of NBPTS standards—
Yuko FUJIMURA - Hiromi KAWAGUCHI

Abstract
In educational reforms based on standards, the establishment of professional standards
for teachers has become an international trend. In Japan, the teacher education system also
changed into more standards-based. For example, every local government must develop teaching
standards called “index for teacher professional development.” In Japan, there is a tendency to
neglect the autonomous function of standard-based reform necessary for the development of
teacher professionalism. On the other hand, in the United States, the formulation of professional
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standards began in the 1980s, and attention focused not only on the heteronomous functions of the
standards but also on the autonomous operations. This paper selected The National Committee
for Professional Standards for Teaching (NBPTS) as a typical example. The National Board
for Professional Teaching Standards (NBPTS), established in 1987, represents one strategy for
recognizing teacher quality. The National Board is a voluntary system for assessing accomplished
teaching. NBPTS offers an assessment process across several subject areas that are meant to
signify teachers have achieved a high level of practice.

This paper aims to focus on the process of formulation and the operation of NBPTS professional
standards and examine what professional standards for teachers to promote autonomous change
should be. There are two significant points to analyze. One is what is the key to the autonomous
utilization of professional standards. NBPTS can be a leading case of professional standards that
are expected to be used autonomously. We clarify who created the professional standards that
indicate the core of teaching expertise, in what process, and what points were discussed. Second
is what the professional standards for subject teaching are. Who is involved in establishing the
standards for subject teaching and what kind of academic theory was it based on are analyzed. As
an item of analyze, we use NBPTS report as the primary source and the literature reviews on the
making process of NBPTS standards as the secondary source.
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