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Levinson and Outlawry of War
The Mind of the Paris Peace Pact

Nakakazu Konishi

The Paris Peace Pact was signed on August
27, 1928. War as a means of solving internation-
al controversies was condemned and
renounced. Contracting parties agreed that the
solution of all conflicts shall never be sought by
pacific means. The history of this action in-
cluded ten years of agitation and discussion by
the American Committee for Outlawry War. S.
O. Levinson, a Chicago lawyer, originated the
idea of outlawry of war and founded the com-
mittee.

By the outbreak and conduct of the Great
War Levinson was led to ask about the stand-
ing of war itself before the law. The result of his
investigation showed that war is a legally au-
thorized method of settlement of disputes
between nations; that international law pro-
vided rules “of” war but no rule “against” war;
that the next step was to outlaw of the institu-
tion of war.

The plan of outlawry of war developed by
Levinson included four main points; modifica-
tion of international law to take war out of the
category of legitimate means of solving dis-
putes, this change to be effected by national
plebiscites; revision and codification of inter-
national law; the formation of an international
court which have affirmative jurisdiction; each
nation should make offenses against the inter-
national law crimes under domestic law, so that
war breeders would be tried and punished in

their country.
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Levinson repudiated the sanction by force.
He found that any arrangement of the sanction
by force must in the last analysis rest upon the
good faith of the parties involved. Even if na-
tions should agree to use force against a
recalcitrant nation, there would no assurance
save good faith that the compact in turn would
be kept.

He holds that the Outlawry of War must cul-
tivate and rely upon good faith of peoples of
the world. The advocates of outlawry of war
trust the plighted words of the peoples for the
security of peace. The sanctions of peace are the
will of the people, crystalized in law.
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