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Effects of the Noto Satoyama Satoumi Meister Training Program
the Promotion of Migration to the Noto Region: Survey of Meisters
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Okunoto in the Noto region of Ishikawa Prefecture (Japan) has been faced with the problems of
depopulation and an aging population combined with the diminishing number of children, and thus it has been
difficult to maintain the functions of local communities. In order to tackle these social problems, Kanazawa
University and local governments have been collaborating to cultivate human skills in the Noto Satoyama
Satoumi (landscapes and seascapes) Meister (master) Training Program since 2007. The purpose of this
paper is to examine the effects of the training program by conducting a survey of the meisters. We found
numerous results of interest in terms of positive effects. First, the program promotes migration to the Noto
region. Second, meisters were satisfied with the course contents in the training program. Third, experiences
in the program are useful in their current lives. Fourth, the program serves as inspiration for their new ideas
(innovations). Fifth, they decided to improve their lifestyles as a result of the program. Sixth, the program
made them aware of the attractiveness of Satoyama and Satoumi. However, several negative points were also
found, such as the fact that meisters did not reevaluate their lifestyles from a wider perspective. The network
activities of meisters did not sufficiently contribute to the establishment of their lifestyles, indicating
challenges to be addressed in the near future.

Keywords: Okunoto in the Noto region, Noto Satoyama Satoumi Meister Training Program, migration,
two-site residence.
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