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The Effect of Context on the Meanings
of Quantitative Adjectives

Aki Tanigami

The purpose of this study is to investigate the people’s estimations of quantitative
expressions. The meanings of quantitative adjectives could be influenced by several factors.
This study investigates the effects of three factors (individual differences, context, and group
size) on the people’s numerical estimates of the quantitative expressions. Four kinds of
sentences, including four kinds of quantitative expressions for the numbers of people
(ookuno, sukunakaranu,---moiru, wazukana), were used (e.g., “many people turned the

” o« ” o«

corner to the right,” “many people turned the corner to the left,” “many people’s lives were
lost,” “many people’s lives were saved”). The 12 participants were presented with sentences
one by one and asked to guess the number of people in the small group (30 people) and
those in the large group (500 people) for each quantitative expression.

The findings are as follows: (1) There are individual differences in understanding the
meanings of quantitative expressions. (2) The estimated number of people depends on the
contexts. For the same quantitative expressions, the number of saved lives is estimated to be
more than the number of the lost lives. There are no differences between the number of
people who “turned to the right” and the number who “turned to the left.” (3) There are no

obvious differences between the estimates for the group of 30 and those for the group of 500.






