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A Study on the Sustainability of Local Cities
based on the Construction and Typology of Indicators of
“Community Empowerment”

Noriaki Kondo

Visiting Researcher, Center for Sustainability and Environment, Shiga University

The purpose of this study is to understand regional characteristics from the aspect of community

empowerment and to clarify the sustainability of local cities. According to the results of an analysis in Yasu

City, Shiga Prefecture, there are two factors that contribute to life satisfaction in the city and three factors

that contribute to community engagement. We identified regional characteristics whose various elements

were merged in a nested manner. Aggregation into the urban space type is highly relevant through

comparison with the location optimization plan. On the other hand, in areas where regional characteristics are

mixed at the boundary of the guidance area, if the urbanization area overlaps two guidance areas, it is

necessary to reconsider adaptation of the appropriate location plan. Furthermore, when it is sandwiched

between the guidance areas of neighboring municipalities, it is essential to make adjustments over a wide

area, paying attention to the spread of urbanization.

Keywords: sustainability of local cities, community empowerment, life satisfaction, community engagement,

and urban facility location plan
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