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Characteristics and Problems of Socialist

and Communist World Views

a Critical Examination of the Surplus Value Theory

and Historical Materialism (4)

Masao Tsutsui

This paper criticizes the third proposition of
Karl Marx’s historical materialism, which ar-
gues that human society develops in stages
from the Asian tributary system, classical an-
tiquity slavery, feudalism, capitalism and
ultimately to socialist society without class
conflict. A summary of each point of critique is
as follows:

First, the materialist conception of history
focuses on the materialistic modes of produc-
tion and fails to consider in the equation
substantive factors such as spiritual aspects as
well as climate and other natural features, cul-
ture and religion of the world. In contrast to
Marx, many historians conceptualize human
history as history of civilizations, taking into
consideration such factors as spirituality, cul-
ture and regional features.

Second, Marx does not pay serious attention
to the fact that societies at an equal level of so-
cial development can present starkly different
features when taking into account such factors
as climate and culture.

Third, Marx’s views of history do not consid-
er individual activities and abilities of people
who made history nor does it assimilate the
knowledge and experience gained from people
who offered solutions to interests unrelated to
social classes or to problems in a particular pe-
riod of time.

Characteristics and Problems of Socialist and Communist World
Views

The fourth point of critique is that Marx’s
theory of historical progression appears to sug-
gest human society evolved from backward
Asia to advanced Europe. The theory has no
geographical consistency in its account of the

progression of social development.

Fifth, historical development is not driven by
the development of productivity in a single re-
gion, as Marx claims, but is strongly impacted
by new technologies and goods brought in
through international trade and migration. It
should be noted that events such as war, inva-
sion, conquests and massacres were also part of
this process since ancient times.

Finally, Marx argues that human society ulti-
mately arrives at a socialist society without class
antagonism, but one could assert that socialist
society is the very definition of a historically ra-
re society of class exploitation in which the
ruler controls the production means of their
subjects under the pretext of nationalization,
dominates the wealth and destroys any opposi-
tion and traditional culture.
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