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John Dewey’s Thought of Peace
after the Second World War

Nakakazu Konishi

John Dewey held to the outlawry of war.
However, while he maintained the general re-
nunciation of war, he supported the system of
collective security after the Second World War.

The War weakened the conditions of Isola-
tionism.There was developing the properties
that constituted a public, i.e. the international
public, and hence called for political organiza-
tion. Thus the United Nations was founded
and the United States joined it. Dewey sup-
ported it.

Soviet Russia was a predominant issue in de-
termining the future of international political
relationship. For it had an intrinsically totali-
tarian philosophy and had arrived at a state of
power.

The United States Government decided the
policy of the containment of Soviet Russia.
Dewey defended the Truman Doctrine and the
Marshall Plan. And he supported the sending
of UN force to repel the invasion of South Ko-
rea by North Korea.

While Dewey severely criticized Russian
Communism, he was worried about the wave
of hysterical anticommunism.

Under the conditions of the enormously in-
creased destructiveness of modern war it is no
longer to argue that war brings positive good.
The most that can be said is that it is a choice
of the lesser moral evil.
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