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An Approach to Environmental Education Program Development
with Cockroach as a Theme

Satoshi ICHIKAWA

Center for Sustainability and Environment, Shiga University

In the lecture, the author made students rank nine animals in order of their importance. Many of the

students placed the cockroach at the bottom of the ranking. But the existence of each species is valuable in

the ecosystem, even that of cockroaches. The author analyzed the students’ reasons why they placed

cockroaches at the bottom of the ranking, with the aim of developing an environmental education program.

The main reasons given were apparent uselessness, being of no benefit, being dirty and being their least

favorite animal.
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