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Study on the Noise Nuisance from School:

With a Focus on Case of Kobe District Court on February 9, 2017

Akihiko WATANABE

Faculty of Education, Shiga University

On February 9" 2017, Kobe District Court dismissed the demands of a plaintiff who requested a quiet life.
In this case, residents living close to a nursery school felt that the voices (and sounds) of toddlers who played
in the playground to be an unwelcome noise, and filed a complaint to the court accordingly. This trial
attracted great attention.

In this paper, schools and noise nuisance are examined from the legal perspective. Noise control standards
have been defined by loudness in terms of decibels. However, there is individual variation in the sensory
perception of actual sound. Therefore, some people feel children's voices are an unwelcome noise, while for
others that is not the case.

In this examination, we first provide a summary of the above-mentioned decision. Next, from the legal
perspective, two rights are examined: the children's right to emit a sound, and the right to privacy of people
who live near the school. Consequently, we were able to clarify the importance of the balancing of these rights.

Keywords: Noise Regulation Act, school-noise, Noise Nuisance, school-noise, Soundscape, Right to privacy,
Right to learn
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