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The possibility of Bicycle as Community Transport

Noriaki KONDO

Visiting Researcher, Research Center for Environment and Sustainability

This study based on the concept of “cycle tourism” by Lamont (2009) clarified the four patterns of the

“Biwaichi” tourist: 1) Competition training by advanced cyclists, 2) Adventure-oriented events by young

people living in Shiga Prefecture, 3) Stopovers by advanced cyclists, 4) Mission-oriented events by especially

advanced cyclists. We must develop a new destination which is not round trip-oriented like “Biwaichi”. Next,

we classified into three categories (up to 1978, from 1978 to 2011, and from 2011 on), and clarified the

transitional improvement in bicycle-friendly environments in Shiga Prefecture. Finally, since it is important to

make more people cycle more often and longer distances, we need to use various bicycles including tandem

bicycles in order to link tourism and everyday transport. It may be possible to think of transporting the

community, rather than carrying people.
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