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Development of Lessons for Elementary School Social Studies

in the Department of School Education and Utilization of Fieldwork

Tetsuro Ando

Faculty of Education, Shiga University

The purpose of this paper is to organize the background and contents of lesson improvement, focusing on
fieldwork in elementary school social studies lessons in the Department of School Education. The main subject
of this paper is the combination of initiatives by all students majoring in social studies and an implementation
system related to multiple classes.

In the new Course of Study (revised in 2017), it is said that the skills of research activities will be acquired
in the third and fourth grades and will be utilized in the fifth and sixth grades. In this way, fieldwork is
positioned as a basic skill in social studies. Fieldwork generally has a strong relationship with geography.
However, fieldwork is needed not only in geography but also in history and civics. Therefore, in the
Department of School Education, it is necessary that not only students of the geography laboratory but also
all students of social studies as a whole are involved in fieldwork.

All social studies students had already attended an excursion. However, they did not plan, prepare, or
conduct the excursion. These actions are the main pillar of this class's improvement. For that reason, we have
established a system for conducting classes in multiple classes across different grades. Specifically, the
students perform an advance visit to the excursion site in the second spring semester class, conduct the
actual excursion in the second autumn semester, and decide the candidate site for the next year's excursion
in the third, full-year class.

As a result, it is considered that the performance was almost successful. However, there are still some
issues, so we would like to continue to improve the system.

Keywords: Fieldwork, Excursion, Advance visit to excursion site, Local explanation, Elementary school social
studies, the Department of School Education
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