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John Dewey and the Second World War

Nakakazu Konishi

Dewey vigorously supported American inter-
vention in the First World War. After the
disillusionment with the Versailles Peace Trea-
ty, Dewey came to regard his support of
American Intervention with regret and to op-
pose American ratification of it and American
entrance into the League of Nations.

Then he supported a program called the Out-
lawry of War which had been initiated by a
lawyer from Chicago, S.O. Levinson. In 1928
he supported the Paris Peace Pact that con-
demned war as a means of solving international
controversies and renounced it as an instru-
ment of national policy. He disavowed the use
of military force as a sanction against a nation
which violated the principles of international
peace.

During the 1930s Dewey opposed any appeal
to sanctions and argued that no matter what
happens the United States stay out.

But as the dangers of totalitarianism became
increasingly clear, Dewey’s attitude changed.
After Pear]l Harbor, He concluded that they
had to be met with force and approved the
American involvement in the Second World
War.

Dewey’s attitude toward the World War sug-
gests that Outlawry of War is not only the
matter of international law such as the Paris
Pact, but the matter of human attitude, which
we will not settle international disputes by war,
but will make efforts to settle them by all pacif-
ic means to the utmost.
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