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Project-Based Seminar on ESD Teaching Materials for Preschool
Teacher Training

Issei YAMAMOTO

Faculty of Education, Shiga University

This research describes the learning process of pre-service preschool teachers thorough a project-based
seminar on ESD teaching materials. A two-year ESD seminar for junior and senior students was planned,
based on the pedagogy of “creative learning” and project-based activity. The content was not predetermined
but was developed flexibly based on the students’ opinion. As the seminar progressed, the students decided to
create a version of backgammon as a teaching material to learn the SDGs. The result of the study suggests
that the following learning has been achieved: (1) deeper interest and understanding of the SDGs, (2)
thinking about the relationship between each goal, (3) thinking about the relationship between the SDGs and
daily life, (4) strategies for designing ESD teaching materials using knowledge about the SDGs, (5)
understanding the SDGs as something of personal relevance, and (6) acquisition of the “learning by creating”
strategy. The project-based approach was shown to be effective in helping students gain practical ESD

knowledge and skills.
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