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Current situation of environmental learning on Lake Biwa,
with viewpoints of new aspect of Lake Biwa conservation
and Marine Education

Toshiyuki ISHIKAWA

Faculty of Education, Shiga University, Research Center for Environment and Sustainability

Environmental education/learning (EE/EL) concerning Lake Biwa has been a main topic in elementary
schools in Shiga Prefecture. In contrast, some data shows there are less chances for EE/EL, especially with
experiencing the activity in Lake Biwa, for junior high school students in comparison with elementary school
students. However, chances for EE/EL with junior high school students and higher-grade students in
elementary school is important because students start to understand the environment scientifically. In this
paper, the importance of EE/EL outside of school is discussed along with a review of changes in

environmental issues, interest by people, and the social system for environmental conservation in Lake Biwa.

Keywords: environmental education/learning, Lake Biwa, conservation, marine education
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